


STATISTICS

Owner:  Buchanan Mclnroy

Scale: 00
Length: |5ft
Width: 18in

Track: Peco code 75

Control: DC

Period:  BR Scottish Region, 1950, 1960s
or 1970s

A BR Sulzer Type
2 draws wagons
forward from the
loading dock at
Buckshee.

a chipboard base co ,
strips of L section aluminium strip screwed to
them at the correct track gauge to allow the
trains to operate on them.
The baseboards are joined together using
pattern maker’s dowels for alignment, which
are incorporated in 2 metal rectangular plate.
There are two of these in the ends of each
board and the plates also incorporate a hole for
a nut and bolt as well as the dowel. The dowels
allow the layout to be assembled quickly at
shows with the track correctly aligned every
time. The result is a very firm and solid base for
the railway which is much lighter to transport
around to shows than our other exhibition
layouts. The layout is also self supporting on its
own trestles, each with a chain to adjust the
height.

“The layout is designed to
fit in a hatchback car.”

GUY CRADDOCK

Al of the track on the layout is Peco code
75. This has been laid on cork using wall tiles
from a DIY store instead of the cork sold in
rolls specifically for railway modelling. The
formation has then been ballasted with granite
chippings that have been stuck using diluted
PVA glue, in the conventional manner. Once
the track was laid the rail sides were painted a
rust colour and the whole formation has since
been toned down using a variety of aerosol-
spray colours.

During the laying of the track a number of
permanent magnets were installed under the
track to operate automatic couplings on the 3»




uplings on all locomotives and ro!hngstock
can be checked before use. . ,

If the layout was started from scratch today the Hemby Skaledal range We have however been wodified to fi the locat;on‘ The ruined
then the wiring could have been simplified cut the corner off the building to make it fit the  farmer’s croft building behind comes from the
required site. This proved to be easier thanwe  Ten Commandments range. This building is

by the use of one of the Digital Command




_adap .
Signal Engine ! S
construction. As part of this process we

are also experimenting with making them
operational.

Scenery
The scenery has been built around the track
formation to create the illusion of the railway
being built through it rather than the other way
round. The scenery is supported on expanded
polystyrene covered with plaster bandage with
additional Polyfilla. When this is dry, the ground
is painted using mixtures of green and brown
poster paints. The scenic ground cover is then
built up using chopped foam compounds or
scenic foliage to give the ground cover some
depth.

Much of the recent scenic detail is down to
Derek Collett, who admits he had not done
any scenic modelling before joining the club.

“There is nothing like real
rock to represent rock!”

GUY CRADDOCK

Following a conversation and some inspiration
from one of the demonstrators at a local model
railway exhibition and some patience, Derek

is producing much of the detail seen today. A
speciality of his on some of our other layouts

is rose bay willow herb, which unfortunately

is not appropriate for this layout. Derek has
however spent many hours making the station
gardens on the platforms and painting the
many figures that are on the layout. To provoke
discussion from the spectators at exhibitions

he included a sheep with a tartan fleece and
another with a wire wool one amongst the
normal herd. »







with card spacers
effect is created. Once
ade up some careful painting of
one using poster paints to
odern-looking items such as cars
Before they are installed, the whole 3
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BUCKSHEE TRACK DlAGRAM (Not to scale)

iddle yard
tation halt

@Sta ion buﬂdmg

In the I%Os era the locomotwes mclu ea Q
Kits ‘16XX’ 0-6-OPT, a McIntosh ‘439’ 0-4-4T
and Caledonian Railway jumbo’ 0-6-0. There
are also ex London Midland & Scottish Railway
Fairburn and BR Standard 2-6-4Ts which are
detailed and renumbered Bachmann items.
When the layout runs with BR diesels there are
2 much detailed Hornby Class 29, Bachmann
Class 20s and 25s and Classes 17, 26 and 27
from Heljan. We have examples in green and
blue liveries of many of these locomotives to
allow an easy change in era. We also have a
much modified railbus based on the old Airfix
kit with a Branchlines motorising kit which runs
fairly well though is likely to be replaced with
one of the new forthcoming Heljan ready-to-
run examples.

Like the locomotives the coaches and wagons

The future

A layout is never finished and whilst Buckshee
has been exhibited a number of times we plan
to continue to add detail to the layout. Our
model railway club is always building layouts
and whilst we have recently completed a large
Southern Region layout called Dagnell End
(HM34) we have just started a new layout
called Oakenshaw which is based on the
former Midland Railway set in West Yorkshire
in the 1960s. Building on the experience of
Buckshee we have plans for another terminus
to fiddle yard layout of a similar size but set in
the 1970s. The layout will also be used as a test
bed for us to further experiment with DCC
operation.

%531» The ruins of a farmer’s croft stand forlorn above the railway at Loch Shee Halt.
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