
Scotland's b"r-aneh lines inspine rrlany rn,cdei[ers, and Redditeh Model Railway Club's
'Buek' Melnr*y w&s Er# exeeptnen. Cfu-sh seeretary describes
tlr[s faseflnatlri"g l';.rycut's crex"ti*n anc! eimvr*l*prnent. Pfioeogr*Ffoy, yl4rke Wild.
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UCKSHEE was borR clit of the
desire to build a totally new
exhibition layout by a nunrber
of Redditch Model Railway Club

n'rernbers who wanted to create a iayout
suiable fer one day shows. All the other clutt
layouts lil<e Arrowmouth (HM3), Chilconrpton
(FIMB) and Dagnell End (H1434) are large

layouts that are only really suitable fcr two-riay
shows because of the tirne they tal<e to set Lip.

Whilst Buckshee is exhibitecl as a elubr layout
it is actually ownetl by Buchanan iYclnl"oy,

l*nown as 'Buel<'ie his friencis, and v*hc
has family origins iir Scotland. The layout is

designecl to t-k in a small hatchback ear and tlie
basebcard ;izes wene dictared bv v,rhat wn,;lel

fit in the [:ael< of his Metr*. In i,vpicai Buck
fashicin, he sr:ld th* car befsi'e th* layout was
completed anei then lrad a strange request of
the car salesrnan whe: solC him his new car as

he tooh along one of the baseboards to ensur€
it would lit !n before he purehased itl Tlie name
cf the layout con:es abor-u because much of the
material useel has come fsr n*thing so Buck got
it'B';eksh**'"

Br.rc!<shee is the resuit r:t ';',hai rire ilrst
s;::i.,r; c1 a p; r"il'ctr-i i,r'.' il:+... ' .:Dt ' tcl

CarrrS:belte'"vn c':,';ii hav* leolctfl l1k{::. The
sfor7 Eoes rh;,l ti:r: i!ite 'rra,s u::inoteld by the
eded*nian lfuiiv;a.' .,t:Er th* r"iperri;-rg *f the
Llallender an'l Ob:i-r ltri!''ra;* in !$80 (a line rr,ras

at ,trnf iiriir.t prei,,r::r-:d it';,i-n {-,;ir-r-'prilclt.o.?1/n tc

tri- 4:. iirN;:.;:r' -r'ype;

-: ri ; -;r1,ri!: i-9a;qci,' :s
il:,. 1...;1q'41 i'ru:.li lhe

l,r:r rrj. rp; d6r:l{ !,it
i':iiLl:i:laaanee.
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tlalnrally). LJnfortunately it wa; soon realised

that the iine would be too costly to build with
liule if any prclflt and was ihus teiminated at
Buekshee.

Euekshee is situaie{i iust slightly North of
l{ilinver on the shore of L.;ch Feochan (a sea

!och) with a short brarrch of about two rniles

iieading f\io!-th East to serue a Cistillery in the
viilage o{ Feochan" The v!llage of Buekshee has

a si-nal! harbour- with the fish being taken erut by

train. There is als<: a snrail distiiiery which again

lras its prcduct tal{en out by rail. ?then goods
tra-f{ic is generatecJ by ihe eji:tillery at Feeehan.

Tlrree oirt eri tne foLrr basebear-ds whiek
flneasllre 3ft 9in x lft 3in are of a conventionai
solid top ronstrLietion o{ soft'vvood and

nlywood" The fourth board that forms the
fiddle y'ard has a we|l createci in tl-le board
irarnew-ori<,arhicl-r is eovered in ivhite
rneiamine. I hrs alNorv: a series cr ,, ar.<

easseffies *f varisr.:s lengths to be rnoved
ar.:und easil;,. fhese eassettes are made of'

a chipb*ard Lra.s* covered in rnelarnine witFr

:iri1:s rlf i- s*fiion aluminiurn s{riir scre\ red te)

thei-ri ;:r.t t:he e*rratct (iaci(. galjg€ {e a!lo\ /,];he

r.nair,s tc oFeraie cn i!'iem"
'l h* l-raseboarcis ar= ]oined 'togei,her usir-ig

patte;-n nialrer''s dcv!+is l'or alignrrrent, vr'hie h

are irrr:lrFi*ratec-l ir a rn*fai reetangiiiat'liate.
Thert are tri,o ari 'rh*-se ir: ihe qn'i: o1'eatil
ne,ard arcj tl're p!at*: 

',ise 
inL*r'.1-"r;ie a hi-;ic'i':t'

ir niri and [ro:lt as.."*e1i ::s ] jte rjowel.^i|ie, '.ir-,,;v*l:
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4',li of thr trar'ii ;:tl ;hr l;:Y',,ilt i:: irirl;' alr{ri,l
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l'ri:. ha; Lree,. i;li,,l isr i]u, lr. lsill!t'ir;.iil ;il::;
ir*ri'r. ;, ,ri't':,rror-e ilsieaij f i iite c;rl. rrrld i,t

i't[[s :,:rree ifical11 1i]r r.ailir/!L'.r i-iie.rrleIiintg. lir:
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erains. We deciclecl e., .ri' exp€i";mentati€a! i* use

the Amierican Ka.elee ecupling systen:. Kbrlo*
produee a large rafig€ of eoupiings, many of
which simply plug into the eoupling p*el(ets o:"1

the iatest ready i61 r-ur] s(Gf!{. 
-fhe 

pe rrfian*nt
magnets we have userl are a mixture oi the
Kaelee staridard Bermanent i-r'iagnets ai"!d salrne

we macie uB out sf the magnets {r*i"rl rlc*r
catches. 

-[he 
lateer wc;-l<s as well as rhr Kaclee

version *n totaliy straight tr-aek hut 
"vher*th€!'€ is anrv eurve in the traek rlv€ hao"* ioun:i it

is beiter ro use Kadee's ewn proriuei Vv'e ha"re

also {eiune! ihat the Kade* eoui:ler height gatjge

is a very good ihives{nl€n!. LJ-*ing ihi+ heigi:t:

gauge \ere iia're n':ade a si'-rlpie aiii-!frlir!:i. ,.c5i.il

wlrich is n-roun(ed Lrrt a shir a. r-:ir:ar"l *'i i::nrbctrr

z-t the *nd of a piece cf r.rai:k :* clle reig.hi: ot

eo u p! i ngl on a[ I lot:lrit lori i tlrs an n l'r"'l ! i rtg :.ie':-!.

cari L:e e lieli<erj !:e{ot-* lrs*.
liln..'.u".r "-r.r'-.: :, : i., .t..,

then'i:h! r.r!rin! ir;ith ir:.'* he+n :irnrtifl*ri
b; -" -. " ' ,': l
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bL,t R: l re,' ir "v"" .- r. :- , i '. .

retufl'r nieqhc?d tdl *I.-lvidlet e*b le,iitr,:l via ;i

single contreii ;ran*l $*!:irxl i*e 511atiili:" i-i,a si;:*

cf the layerut rileall3 ii. ;s vety mtlch ';p;r';ti;*d uir

a.11.: g,,F-,.." tt rr1.."1.'r.,;lr

Virruali,v ali the br;iidi;:si' *;r the i:,1'r:,:'r:r,:i

s{ratehbliiit, n;alt:ly 
":il'lg1 

lhieir rar'ri ie-i ti:r:
i::asie struetu,'t. Jhrs iirr.iucles tiie si:iie,r
ou i kl i ng ;li'rd sigria I bo,'1, bsrh,: i r,r'h ieh i iar:+ i:,*en

n:trlc us l np.' i l ai",'l l,l*: a:ri' j'i a-i li :.:r: l :' i i r :ii:i : : iri1t'.

'i:i-r,iiilrE:iint:r,r::: \.:''.;: ., :. -:.:."i, . :'i:r, :,i.

iJ ilaseir.
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::,q15*,l1t*C r:Sirig;- hAl* Sa-u,l i:e{a':-.1.. ::l':1" tv;:!i:
,-r'i rit*-i* i.es!r: h'iik-.!it..!ts art: fairly" . : llls
!'l:! i-riiiiii *i :1";: huiid::tg :lici itr,.t '.- ' . irtaie :rn

rvl iiad expefi*'3. Th* rr:*ti-'arj 1tu:),1 use* *i:
tl:r gtai:i* l:ietk l:esiqie the dislili;r';: ivhtrt iie:

',,,ii:oi* ei th* r*ar e:i';h* iuiidirtg '.'v*x I i:rt*..'*ti
irLr iilia! it ai<:u,!!i t.r r-'rakel !t {'it the :'eq;rir*d
i,::aticir, Th* pl*ce'.v€ iui 3* diql !t{:l 3* il*
'i/asE* i-q'x* sii'rti:i,'- tli'r-reri i: r*unci a** fiav;:

.,' j'. r. ! " qr:c:: l" 'r,,., : '' :".: t ;1. -
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th6].Modb.l
Slgnat €igpeef ils.tiid iRaiio rafic€q #e under i

constnllctiorl. As part Ofthis,proCess,We , I

are also experimenting with making ihem
operational.

Scenery
The scenery has been built around the track
formation to create the illusion of the railway
being built through it rather than the other way
round. The scenery is supported on expanded
polystyrene covered with plaster bandage with
additional Polyfilla. When this is dry the ground
is painted using mixtures of green and brown
poster paints. The scenic ground cover is then
built up using chopped foam compounds or
scenic foliage to give the ground cover some
depth.

Much of the recent scenic detail is down to
Derek Collett, who admits he had not done
any scenic modelling before joining the club.

"There is nothing like reol
rock to represent rock!"

GUY CRADDOCK
Following a conversation and some inspiration
from one of the demonstrators at a local model
railway exhibition and some patience, Derek
is producing much of the detail seen today. A
speciality of his on some of our other layouts
is rose bay willow herb, which unfortunately
is not appropriate for this layout. Derek has

however spent many hours making the station
gardens on the platforms and painting the
many figures that are on the layout. To provoke
discussion from the spectators at exhibitions
he included a sheep with a tartan fleece and
another with a wire wool one amongst the
normal herd. >
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Outside the
station the Postman

goes to collect the latest mail
consignement.

A',439',0-4-47
simmers at Buckshee

while waiting to depart with the
passenger service.
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Fiddle yard
Station halt

tsfr ,_--_ ,
--------t IViewing side -X
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The Caledonian
'lumbo'aPProaches the

station with a mixed goods
which includes Provisions for

the local distillerY'

F. ClaYton TYPe 2

coasts towards Buckshee
with a nrixed goods.

Llnits are rnatt varnished to remove the shine.

A particularly cunning part of the illusion the

backscenes create is behind the loch. The

railway apPears to be running on a causeway

beiween two parts of the loch but the part

at the bacl< of the layout is painted onto the

backscene. lf you loo!< elosely there is even

the image of a train running on the opposite

banl< of the loch. This was a picture found

in a railway magazine and is actually a Great

Western branch line trainl

The layout fleet is very much a mixture of
detailed ready-to-run and l(it built items" The

layout can be operated in two distinct eras of

British Railways steam and diesel of the early

1950s and British Rail diesels of the 1970s, or
as sometimes happens at exhibitions, a mixture

of the two eras.

ln the I960s era the iocomotives include a Q
Kits'l6XX' 0-6-0PI a Mclntosh '439' 0-4-47

anei Caledonian liailway Jurnbo' 0-6-0. There

are alsc, ex London Midland & Scottish Railway

Fairburn and BR Standard 2-6-4.-rs which are

detailed and renltmbered Bachnrarrn items.

When the layout runs with BR cliesels there are

a rnuch detailed Hornby Class 29, Bachnrann

Class 20s and 25s and Classes 17,i6 ana27

fl-om Helian" We have examples in green arrd

blue liveries of many a{ these locomctives to
allow an easy e hange in era. We also have a

much modifiee{ nailbus lrased on the olcl Air,tlx

lcit with a Eranehlines motorising kit'which runs

fairly well though is lil<ely to be replaced with

erne of the nevv forthcoming HeNjan ready-to-

run exanrPles.
l-il<e the lcecmotives the eoaehes anei w'agons

Flatform
Road

are again a mixture of l<it built and i'eady-to-run

iterns. The coaches are a mixture of Cornet for

the former LMS suburban stocl< and lan Kirk

kits for the {ormer London and North Eastern

Railway coaches. We also use a number

of ready-to-run items from the Airflx and

Bachmann ranges, notably the latter's excellent

Mk I coaches which we run in maroon and

blue and grey liveries. The wagons are either

kits from the Parlcside Dundas and Genesis

kits r^anges or ready-to-run items from Dapol,

Mainline or Bachmann'
All of the locomotives and rolling stocl( are

fitted with Kadee couplings thor-rgh we have

had to tal<e care to get the heights right for
them. This is especially true on some of the

locomotives from the Bachmann and Helian

ranges which are fitted with NEM coupling

pocl<ets: although a suitable Kadee coupling can

be plugged in much care has to be taken to get

the coupling just right.

A iayout is never finished and whilst Bucl<shee

has been exhlbitecl a number of tirnes w'e plan

to continue to add detail to the layout. OLrr

model railway ciub is always building layouts

and whilst we have recenily eompleted a large

Sor-rthern Region layout called Dagneli End

(HM34) we have iust started a new layout

called Oal<ensharnr whieh is based on the

for-men Midiand Railu,ay set in West Yorl<shir-e

in the !960s. tsuilding on the experien.:e af

BLrci<shee rnre have plans for anotirer terminlis

to fiddle yar'd l:r.;'.:ut erf a sirnilar size but set in

tlre 1970s. The laycr-lt rorill also be used a"5 a test

bed ior us to further experiment \ /itl-t Eef:
operaiioll.

Loch Feoehan

Signalbox

Distillery
Station building
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The ruii.ls o'ia farnnes.,:r er"oft stand forfiorn above the i"a!lway at Laeh Shee F-lait'
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